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3 PARISH LETTER 

 

Dear Friends 

One of my happy memories of university was attending weekday 

Choral Evensong in Durham Cathedral, particularly in the winter.  My 

college was across the road from the Cathedral, and there was some-

thing both evocative and comforting about donning my coat, stepping 

out into whatever weather the North-East had served up that even-

ing, and then hiding myself in the semi-darkness of Durham’s seven-

teenth century stalls.  It felt like I was eavesdropping on centuries of 

near-timeless worship. 

I always think of this in November, as the days shorten and evenings 
lengthen, partly because I have a very vivid memory of a year when, 

like this year, the consecutive feast days of St Hugh of Lincoln, St Eliz-

abeth of Hungary, St Hilda of Whitby and St Edmund the King all fell 

in midweek. That week the Canon in Residence was a canon who 

was well-known for his slightly eccentric prayers.  If it was a saint’s 

day, he would reference a characteristic of the saint’s life, and then – 

in his unhurried, upper-class Scottish accent – ‘pray for all those who 

[insert characteristic] in our own day’. 

I think it was St Hilda who, I discovered on that cold, November 

evening, had problems with haemorrhoids. This resulted in the 

learned canon praying for ‘all those who suffer from piles in our own 

day’.  I made the mistake of catching the eye of another undergradu-

ate sitting opposite me, which meant that I spent the rest of Even-

song having to control my giggles. (Happily, I’ve grown up since then. 

At least, a bit.) 

Why am I telling you all this? Well, it always makes me smile when I 

prepare the list of services for November.  It reminds me too, in this 

month in which we celebrate the Church Triumphant, that the saints 

were human too.  We thank God for their victories and virtues, but 

we also rejoice in their humanness: warts and all. And piles. 

May the saints of God inspire us by their example, urge us on with 

their prayers, and may God give us grace to walk in their steps  

towards the attainment of everlasting life. 

With my love and prayers 

Fr Daniel 
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OCTOBER 2025 FLOWER ROTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1st November  Adele Houldsworth  

  8th November  Remembrance Wreaths.  All welcome to help. 

15th November Sharon Saunders  

22nd  November  Sally Shearman  

29th November Christmas wreath and clear church for advent  

Our Flower Arranging Organiser, Adele Houldsworth, would like 

to thank MU members Sue Laurie, Chris Hey, Anne Croxford 

and Cheryl Humphreys for helping with the Harvest flowers.  She 

would welcome anyone else who would like to help with the 

flowers occasionally.  You can contact Adele on 020 8360 3676.   

Adele would also like to say a huge thank you to Sharon Saunders 
who is stepping down from the group at the end of November after 

supporting the flower group for several years.  She will be greatly 

missed.   

Everyone at St Paul’s sincerely thanks Adele Houldsworth and Sally 

Shearman for their continued service to St Paul’s providing such 

beautiful floral decorations week by week.  

FROM THE REGISTERS AUGUST 2025 

Baptism 

3rd August   Thomas Graham 

FUNERAL 
5th August    John Childs   
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PRAYER BOARD 

O God of truth and justice,  

we hold before you those whose memory we cherish,  

and those whose names we will never know.  

Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world,  

and grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us harm.  

As we honour the past, may we put our faith in your future;  

for you are the source of life and hope, now and for ever. 

Amen 

HALL HIRE 

The main Church Hall can be hired for weekend birthday parties.   
£52.50 per hour.  3 hour minimum for a party booking  

Discounts available for regular use.  For more information contact our 
Facilities Manager, Ayse Eris,   at facilities@spwh.org or 07946 852 110  

mailto:facilities@spwh.org
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8 ST PAUL’S LIFE AND JOURNEYS  

PAUL – A BIOGRAPHY BY TOM WRIGHT 

CHAPTER 7 – INTO EUROPE 

 

As we continue our journey through Tom Wright’s Biography of St 

Paul, this month’s chapter traces Paul’s missionary path from Antioch 

through Troas, Philippi, and Macedonia, ultimately arriving in Athens. 
 

The chapter opens with an account of the disagreement between 

Paul and Barnabas, leading Barnabas and Mark to sail to Cyprus - ef-

fectively exiting the narrative of the Book of Acts.  Paul, meanwhile, 

sets out with a new companion, Silas (also known as Silvanus), who 

was a fellow Roman citizen and member of the Jerusalem church. 

Their journey proceeds without clear divine direction - guidance  

appears primarily in the form of prohibitions, such as the Spirit for-

bidding them from entering the province of Asia.  Along the way, 

Paul is joined by Timothy who is most likely in his late teens or early 

twenties. Paul was by this time in his late thirties or early forties and 

so Timothy must have seemed like the son that Paul never had. A 

strong bond of understanding and mutual trust forms between the 

two, marking the beginning of a significant partnership. 
 

Timothy was the son of a believing Jewish woman and a Greek  

father. So, says Luke, Paul circumcised him “because of the Jews in 

those regions, since they all knew that his father was Greek”. Having 

strongly refused to circumcise Titus, despite intense pressure from 

the hard-line Jerusalem activists, this has left readers puzzled. We  

see here the start of a tricky policy that Paul spells out in 1 Corinthi-

ans 9.  Everything depends on motivation.  Paul wanted to bring  

Timothy with him on the next leg of his mission, and in doing so, he 

needed to reassure any sceptical Jewish audiences that his team was, 

in every visible sense, Jewish.  His choice to circumcise Timothy was 

not out of theological obligation but out of pastoral sensitivity. When 

engaging with Jewish communities, Paul was willing to observe their 

customs - not because he believed God required it, but for the sake 

of his ministry. 
 

In the region of Troas, the narrative of Acts shifts. The pronoun 

changes from ‘they’; to ‘we’; suggesting that the author - traditionally 

believed to be Luke - joins the group at this point. It is here that Paul  
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receives in a dream, a vision of a man from Macedonia pleading for 

help.  Luke writes, “When he had seen the vision, at once we set 

about finding a way to get to Macedonia”.  This moment becomes 

both a symbolic and historical turning point, signalling the Gospel’s 

move westward into Europe. 

 

Their first major stop is Philippi, a Roman colony.  Here, Paul meets 

Lydia, a wealthy Gentile and worshiper of God, who becomes his first 

convert in Europe. Following her conversion, Lydia’s whole family is 

baptised and she extends hospitality to the party, insisting that they 

stay at her home. 

 

Paul and Silas soon encounter conflict when, on meeting a demon-

possessed slave girl who earns an income from telling fortunes, they 

free her from the demon thereby depriving her owners of a source of 

income. The two are arrested and jailed, but during the night, as they 

pray and sing hymns, an earthquake opens the prison doors. This mi-

raculous event leads to the conversion of the jailer and the release of 

Paul and Silas. 

 

From Philippi, the mission continues to Thessalonica, the Roman capi-

tal of Macedonia. Paul teaches in the synagogue, but rising opposition 

from local Jews stirs civic unrest, forcing Paul and Silas to flee to 

Beroea.  There, they initially find a more receptive audience, but once 

news of their activities reaches Thessalonica, agitators arrive to stir 

up trouble again.  Paul becomes the focus of hostility and departs by 

sea, leaving Silas and Timothy behind. He arrives in Athens, sending 

word for his companions to join him as soon as possible. 

 

Wright concludes the chapter by reflecting on what truly motivated 

Paul.  Though often portrayed as difficult, confrontational, or hard to 

get along with, Wright presents a different perspective: Paul was, at 

his core, someone sustained and driven by love.  As we follow his 

journey through the cities of northern Greece, we catch a glimpse of 

that love in action - expressed through a deeply personal and pastoral 

ministry shaped by both suffering and joy. 

Alison Perera 
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Our Harvest Festival was 

celebrated on Sunday 5th 

October.  The day began 

with an All-Together  

Eucharist, during which 

gifts for the North Enfield 

Foodbank were taken to 

the chancel and our Chil-

dren's Choir sang  ‘The 

Harvest Samba’. 

After the service, 

while some of the 

congregation 

moved into the 

Hall for coffee, 

many younger 

members enjoyed 

a snail race in the 

Vicarage Garden.  

Our traditional 

Harvest Roast followed at 12 noon. 

Over 80 people, whose ages spanned  

nine decades, enjoyed roast beef and all the trimmings followed by 

fruit crumbles.  This meal and the snail race raised over £800 for 

our annual charity, One-To-One, and we were delighted that repre-

sentatives from the charity were able to join us at the meal.      

HARVEST FESTIVAL 2025 
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12 NEWS FROM THE MOTHERS’ UNION 

On 23rd October, Mthr Lyanne gave a fascinat-

ing talk to the MU about her journey to the 

Priesthood.  She started by telling us that she 

was brought up in a totally secular family and 

had no knowledge of God or the church until 

the 2010s.   

After university, Lyanne lectured in fashion and 

design and graduated with a PhD in Design 

History.  She showed us her beautifully bound 

PhD thesis which was on the Regent's Palace 

Hotel, an amazing Art Deco building, formally 

owned by J. Lyons & Co.  She chose to study 

this building not only because of its design but 

also because of its egalitarian ethos.  This was 

possibly a hint of her future life, serving God and the community.  

Her partner, Paul was a local politician in Leigh-on–Sea and Lyanne sup-

ported him in all the local community work that he undertook.  She 

felt called to serve others, but not yet called by God.   

Sadly, Paul was diagnosed with cancer in 2015, and before his treat-

ment began they decided to get married in their local church of St 

Clement, even though neither of them were church goers.  It was 

while planning the wedding in January 2016, that Lyanne was befriended 

by members of the congregation and gradually became part of the wor-

shipping community.  Very shortly after this, Lyanne went on  a day 

visit to Walsingham with the church and while there, and although very 

new to the faith, she had a strong sense that God was calling her to be 

a priest - and at that time she had not even been confirmed. 

Mthr Lyanne accepted God’s calling and offered herself for ordination 

training.  Despite failing to get through the first selection processes, 

and getting over the death of her husband Paul, she continued to follow 

God’s call and was accepted for training at St Stephen’s House. 

Mthr Lyanne came to St Paul’s as our curate in March this year, and 

many of us witnessed her ordination as Priest in September.     
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MOTHERS’ UNION DIARY NOVEMBER 2025 
 

Our next meeting will be at 2pm on Thursday 13th November 

in the Church Hall when Theresa Davis will lead a Christmas Craft 

Workshop. Come along and make a Christmas decoration. 

 

Christmas Pudding Party 21st November- information on page 11.  

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT ALL OF OUR MU MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

CHURCH CEILING APPEAL 

The condition of the ceiling in the church has caused concern since a 

small area of the 200 year old plaster collapsed in July and part of the 

church had to be cordoned off.   Since this occurrence, the condition 

of the ceiling has been monitored regularly using expert advice. When 

the ceiling was inspected in October, our church architect advised 

that the building should be closed as a precautionary measure until 

after a more detailed inspection of the ceiling.  This meant that Sunday 

services had to take place in the church hall and, at the time of publi-

cation, this is still the case.   

The cost of the further inspection and temporary ceiling repairs will 

be in the region of £20,000, and permanent repairs are likely to cost 

in the region of £70,000.  The PCC is appealing for donations towards 

the cost of this important repair work and other improvements 

planned for the church building, including redecoration.  

Ways to donate towards this appeal: 

By bank transfer: to:  

Account name: St Paul Winchmore Hill PCC 

Account number: 23119504        

Sort code: 16-00-15 

Please use reference: Your name + ‘CEILING’ 

 

By QR code 

 

Or by using this link:  

https://givealittle.co/c/2GlLcXuDnZqCKTJW0ol1jt  

https://givealittle.co/c/2GlLcXuDnZqCKTJW0ol1jt?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwVUp3TE05a2Q4ZU1SWm9uUAEeRKLXHZbOwlcQVKgha0Ya9Q2oLd1bZMUvObkkESY6KcMtsX0WSlVqyE3yC0Y_aem_t_2MaYMWSJIq9Suvm7LSnA
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The St Paul’s Trust, a charity that was set up in 1982 to support 

the Christian mission of our church, has just had a busy few weeks.   

The annual, and always popular, Trust 

Quiz took place on Friday, 26th Septem-

ber.  This year it was held in memory of 

Alan Davis, who was the Chair of the 

Trust until his death earlier this year. 

It was both a 

very fitting and 

popular result 

when the win-

ning team was 

made up of his 

family and 

friends.   

The Quiz raised £800 for the Trust funds.   
 

Three weeks later, on Sunday 19th 

October, the Trust held its AGM.   

The afternoon began with a presentation 

by Fr Daniel and Tim Chilton on the re-

development plans for the church hall.  

This was followed by the AGM. 

After the 

AGM  

afternoon  

tea was enjoyed in the Paulin Room.    

As is the custom on these occasions, the 

afternoon ended with Evensong, which 

this year took place in the church hall 

because of the ongoing problems with 

the church ceiling. 

ST PAUL’S WINCHMORE HILL TRUST 
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www.WinchmoreComputing.com 

For all your computing needs 
Computers, Networks, Websites, Troubleshooting.  

Support for the small business and home user.   

Call to discuss your requirements - no obligation. 

Telephone : 020 8360 8234 

The Parish of St. Paulôs thanks these local advertisers for their 
continuing help and hopes that whenever possible you will support them. 

Robin Hill Plumbing and Heating 

Small, family run business based in N21.  

All domestic plumbing and heating work, 

installations, servicing and breakdowns. 

07886671301 

www.robinhillplumbingandheating.co.uk 

C. JENKIN BUILDERS 
LTD 

 
registered builders · registered gas &  
heating engineers · loft conversions 

all building work undertaken 

Tel: 020 8350 9492 / 07860 403973 

BELLMOUR DECORATIONS 

Geoff Pizzey 

Painters & Decorators 

Tel: 07957313887 
Email: geoffreypizzey@gmail.com 

www.bellmourdecorations.co.uk 
 

TRUST A TRADER MEMBER 
Recent jobs include St Paul's 

Vicarage & Lodge 

ROBERT’S & Co 
Your Local Plumber 

No call out charge. All jobs undertaken. 
Small jobs welcome. 

From £35 + parts 

Checkatrader approved. 

Phone 7 days a week 9am to 9 pm 
Tel: 020 8360 8688 / 07901 697 695 

mailto:geoffreypizzey@gmail.com
http://www.bellmourdecorations.co.uk


The Parish of St. Paulôs thanks these local advertisers for their continuing 
help, and hopes that whenever possible you will support them. 

 

 

St Paul's Church Hall, URC Compton Road,  
Church In The Orchard Grange Park.   
Excellent Early Years Education in  
Winchmore Hill.  For further information 
and informal visits  020 8360 0022  

Leapfrog Nursery School 

C H U R C H I L L S 

Premier Drycleaners & Launderers 

11 Wades Hill N21 1BD 
020 8882 3385 
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