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PARISH LETTER 3

Dear Friends

There is an increasing tendency in the Church to ‘transfer’ feast
days to the nearest Sunday. It is a topic which divides opinion. I,
on the whole, dislike it. It implies that religion is something we
only do on a Sunday. In some cases, it makes no sense at all, like
the relatively recent practice in the Roman Catholic Church of
celebrating the Ascension on the nearest Sunday. The Bible is
clear that Jesus ascended into heaven forty days after his Resur-
rection, not forty-three days!

This year sees the return at St Paul’s of the feast of Epiphany cel-
ebrated on the day itself: 6 January. It is an important feast. The
gifts of the gold, frankincense and myrrh reveal that Jesus is God,
Saviour and King. The magi themselves, visitors from a far-off
land, show us that Jesus is God’s gift to the whole world. The
feast concludes the first part of the greater Christmas season —
the ‘twelve days’ of Christmas — and begins the season of Epipha-
ny, a season within a season, when we explore and celebrate
other epiphanies in the early stages of Jesus’s ministry. We will
celebrate Epiphany with a ‘Eucharist for all ages’ at 6pm. Please

do come along as we keep the feast on its proper day!

Despite what | said at the beginning of this letter, | usually make
an exception for our Patronal Festival, the Conversion of St Paul.
This year, however, | don’t need to — 25 January happily falls on
a Sunday!

With my love and prayers
Fr Daniel




Services in January 2026

Morning Prayer is said publically at 9.1 0am and Evening Prayer at 5pm Monday-Thursday. 5T FALLS CHURC -

The church is open for visitors and private prayer every day from %am to 5pm

MIHEHHORE 41k

Day | Date | Observance Time Services Prayer Intention
T 1 The Maming and 1230pm | Eucharist God's blessing on this Mew
Circumcision of Jesus Year
F 2 St Basil the Great & 5t Those who teach the faith
Gregory of Mazianzus
5 3 The homeless
3 4 SECOND SUNDAY OF tiam Said Eucharist Uur parish and its people
CHRISTMAS 9.15m | Joyful Moise Eucharist
10.30am | Sung Eucharist
M |5 Carers
T 18 THE EFIPHANT OF THE tpm Eucharist for All Ages | That Christ may be revealed to
LORD us
W |7 T230pm | Fucharist Racial justice
T |8 One-to-One Enfield
F 9 Local businesses
5 10 Our neighbours
3 I THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST [ 8am Said Eucharist Uur parish and its people
9.15%m | Joyful Moise
1030am | Sung Eucharist
M |12 |5t Aelred of Hexham Children and young peaple
Li 13| 5t Hilary of Poitiers Clur employees
w4 1230pm | Bucharist Vocations
T 15 The Royal Family
F [[] All who serve the church in a
voluntary capaity
3 7| 5t Antony of Egypt Sarah, Bihap of London and
Archbishop Designate
5 18 | SECOND SUNDAY OF Bam Said Eucharist Our parish and its people
EFIPHANY 9.15m | Joyful Moise Eucharist
1030am | Sung Eucharist
M |19 |5t Wulfstan Our PCC
T pIi] Peace in the world
W2l 5t Agnes 1230pm | Eucharist The Children’s Sociaty
T |2 Our Ministry Team
F 5] Family life
3 24| 5t Francis de Sales Our Pastoral Care Group
3 5| THE CONVERSION OF 5T | Sam Said Eucharist Uur parish and its people
PALL 10am All-Together Eucharist
M [ 28 | 5t Timothy and St T#us . Church hall project
T |%7 Yam Whole School Service | 5t Paul's School
W |28 5t Thomas Aquinas 12 30pm | Fucharist Theologians
T |5 Ulur churchwardens
F 30 | Charles, King and Martyr Charles, our King
5 3l The Mothers” Union

Services times are subject to change. Please contact the Parish Office for details. Contact the dergy if you would like
to speak to someone regarding your spiritual life, or to make use of the Sacrament of Recondiliation (confession)
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FROM THE REGISTERS NOYEMBER 2025

BAPTISMS
2" November Lucy and Olivia Hughes

Arabella McGory
16" November Maggie and Martha Stylianou

23" November Lucia Godfrey

FUNERAL

28" November Marva Brown

JANUARY 2026 FLOWER ROTA

3" January Adele Houldsworth
| 7" January Sally Shearman
31* January Adele Houldworth
We would like to thank all those who helped to decorate the church
so beautifully for Christmas.

The flower arrangers would welcome new members to the group -
both those who are experienced flower arrangers and those who
would like to develop their skills. To find out more, please contact
Adele Houldsworth on 020 8360 3676.

HALL HIRE

The main Church Hall can be hired for weekend birthday parties.
£52.50 per hour. 3 hour minimum for a party booking
Discounts available for regular use. For more information contact our
Facilities Manager, Ayse Eris, at facilities@spwh.org or 07946 852 110
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6 ST PAUL’S LIFE AND JOURNEYS

PAUL - A BIOGRAPHY BY TOM WRIGHT
CHAPTER 9

First century Corinth was a bustling port city, on the isthmus dividing
the most famous cities of Athens in the North and Sparta in the
South. Paul arrived there about AD5I and he stayed for around 18
months. Here he had the opportunity to recover from the dangers of
the previous weeks and months when he had been badly beaten in
Phillipi and then chased out of Thessalonica and Berea. Not long after
his arrival he met Aquila and Priscilla, a Jewish couple from Rome
who had also recently arrived in the city. They were tentmakers like
Paul and so he lived and worked with them, and doubtless had the
opportunity to recover his strength and also earn his keep.

Every Sabbath would find him in the synagogue preaching the good
news about Jesus and reasoning with the Jews and proselyte Greeks
about the gospel. When they were resistant to this new teaching,
Paul, never one to shy away from controversy, set up across the
street in the house of Titius Justus, a recent convert to faith, and he
continued to preach the gospel to the Greeks from there. Corinthi-
ans, it seemed, were receptive to the message and so Paul was able to
remain in Corinth for some time. He was also strengthened by a vi-
sion he received from Jesus telling him not to be afraid but to “keep
on speaking, do not be silent. For | am with you, and no one is going
to attach and harm you, because | have many people in this

city” (Acts 18:9-10). This message was fulfilled as when the synagogue
members finally tire of Paul and his message and try to bring a suit
against him to the Proconsul to complain that Paul is encouraging
people to worship God in illegal ways, the Proconsul dismisses the
charges and sends them away — it causes such fury that it is the syna-
gogue leader who is set upon and beaten rather than Paul and his
friends!

Silas and Timothy joined Paul in Corinth having parted in Athens and
travelled back to Thessalonica before returning to Athens and then
on to Corinth. They bring with them the joyful news that the church
is thriving. Paul writes to the church in Thessalonica at this time, and
it is a letter full of affection. Paul is thrilled that the church is doing so
well even in the face of persecution. His affection is all the greater as




he had not spent much time with the church there to really see it
settle down and develop in faith. This is a real sign to him that God
really was working through the word of the gospel. However, there
are some matters that Paul wishes to speak about in order to help
the church to navigate the difficult times they are experiencing. Paul
writes to encourage them to live holy lives in terms of their attitudes
to both sex and to money, and he also gives them deeper theological
teaching about his understanding of the coming of Christ, as it ap-
pears that some confusion has arisen. Paul had taught that Jesus
would return again to bring the kingdom in its fullness but some had
understood that this would happen before any of their number died,
and now some people were dying they were upset and wondering if
there had been a mistake. Paul reassures the Thessalonians that those
who have died will be raised in Christ when he returns, and that we
will all be with the Lord forever (I Thess 5:16-17). Paul concludes his
letter with simple instructions for living together in love as the family
of God.

Paul eventually leaves Corinth, accompanied by Priscilla & Aquila, and
travels to Ephesus. We are told he had his hair cut before he left, due
to a vow he had taken. This is an obscure detail that we don’t know
the meaning of, but it draws our attention to the worshiping Paul.
The key message that struck me as | read this chapter was how easy
it is to only consider Paul as a courageous and talented public speak-
er, theologian and church leader, but this is all underpinned by his
deep faith. He encouraged everyone to pray continually, and this
must be what he himself did. We can see in his letters that he adapts
Jewish prayers and liturgies into a new form to include Jesus; he prays
the Psalms, focusing them on Jesus — the promised King. He even
adapts the Shema, the central monotheistic prayer — There is but one
God, the Father... and one Lord, Jesus the Messiah (I Cor 8:6). We
are encouraged to imagine Paul praying as he travels, waiting for the
next ship, breaking bread with his friends, praying for sick friends and
newly founded churches. Paul encourages us, as he encouraged the
Thessalonians to ‘Rejoice always, pray continually and give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.’

Sarah Elkins




8 ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT ST PAUL’S

Many members of the our church
stayed behind after the Parish
Eucharist on 7" December prepar-
ing for Advent. Some were in the
church setting up the Crib and the
Christmas trees, while others were
putting together 350 booklets ready
for Carols on The Green.

‘Carols On The Green’ took place
| on 17" December and was, as usu-
al, a wonderful community event
attended by well over 300 people
from local churches and also the
wider community.

Vi f o B - M) O
As well as singing Carols together,
there was mulled wine and a won-
derful array of refreshments that
were donated by both members of
our church and local businesses.

This event is organised annually to
raise funds for homeless charities.

This year we raised
over £3000 for the
national charity
CRISIS
and
£900 for a local
charity
All People All Places




There was a special addition to the [ B
Sunday School Nativity this year.

The performance was accompanied

by Carols sung by the St Paul’s
Community Choir.

Our thanks go to Elouise Nell and

Sue Jeffreys for producing this
poignant reminder of the Christmas
story.
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The church was packed for the candle-
lit service of Nine Lesson and Carols on
21* December, which was followed
with refreshments in the hall, and also
for the Crib services and Eucharists on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.




Sunday 25 January 2026 4

PATRONAL
FESTIVAL

10am All-Together Eucharist

celebrating the Conversion of St Paul

Followed by Church Hall Refurbishment
Appeal with coffee and croissants

8am Said Eucharist as normal
10am All-Together Eucharist replaces the usual 9.15am and 10.30am




Churches Together
n Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill

and Grange Park

g
Jelc G\Q Peoise

for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Sunday 18 lanuary 2026 - 6pm

Palmers Green United Reformed Church
Fox Lane N13 4AL .
Parking available. Close t0 W9 and 329 bus routes and

Palmers Green Station

Followed by refreshments




12 m NEWS FROM THE MOTHERS’ UNION @

December was a very busy month for our branch of the Mothers’ Union.

On Ist December, 4 of our members
went to HMP Wormwood Scrubs to
join other members from across
London to sign Christmas Cards for
prisoners. While there, the Chaplain
was presented with 52 bibles pur-
chased by the London MU for pris-
oners who wished to study scripture.

Over 50 guests enjoyed [
a traditional turkey
dinner followed by
chocolate and rum trifle |§
at the MU Christmas
fellowship lunch on 1%
December. During the
meal some children
from Leapfrog Nursery entertained us with Christmas songs and Father
Christmas dropped in to give each guest a small gift. The meal ended
with some Carol singing.

Our monthly meeting took place in church on 18" December. Members
shared Christmas readings and we watched the ‘Grumpy Owl’ story
from the C of E website before adjourning to the hall for refreshments.

2026 will be a very special year for the Worldwide Mothers’ Union as
we celebrate the 150th Anniversary of its founding.

9192919.919291%

R

MOTHERS’ UNION DIARY JANUARY 2026
8
R

é THURSDAY I5™ JANUARY AT 2 PM IN THE CHURCH HALL

@ NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
@ EVEREYONE IS INVITED TO COME ALONG
% AND ENJOY AFTERNOON TEA AND SOME GAMES.

T I ST SIS LI ST SIS SIS I I SIS I I SIS |

5
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
&




<\N‘\\‘\\\‘\\‘\N‘\\‘\\‘\N‘\\‘\\‘\N‘\\‘\\
A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR

May this New Year be a time of deep spiritual growth for us,
A time of welcoming
Your graces and gifts,

A time for forgiving
freely and unconditionally.
A time for growing
in virtue and goodness.
Come, Holy Spirit,

Be with us today and always.

Pl al e al e el e el o el o e

Amen
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CONGRATULATIOS!

Many congratulations to Sam Hine, Alison Perera and their team for
transforming our church hall into an unbelievably gorgeous venue
for ‘Elevation’, the black tie event held on 28" November and our

appreciation for all the work that went into organising the event.
N : Z |

‘Elevation’ raised an amazing
£5,270 to kick-start our major
fundraising appeal to refurbish
our Church Hall.

We would like to thank
@thewhsupperclub and
@georginahayden for catering
at this event and the many local
businesses that supported it.
Finally, a huge thank you to
Alison Perera and Alison Atkins
who donated 200 wine glasses that were used on the night and will be
very useful at future events at St Paul’s.

You can learn more about the plans for refurbishing the hall and the
fund-raising appeal at our Patronal Festival on 25" January.

There are many reusable decorations resulting from the ‘Elevation’
evening ready for future events, so watch this space . . ..
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ST PAULS CIURCH

WINCHMONE HILL

Friday 13" February
St Paul’s Church Hall

7.30 pm

Two course meal with vegetarian option
Bring your own drinks
Tickets: Adults: £15 Children (under 12): £10
Family: (2 adults + 2 children) £40
To book tickets use order form at back of church or email chari wh.o!
Tickets must be ordered by Sunday 8™ Februa

ALL PROCEEDS & T

WILL GO TO ‘g
OUR ANNUAL CHARITY w

ONE-TO-ONE




The Parish of St. Paul’s thanks

these local advertisers for their

continuing help and hopes that whenever possible you will support them.

Robin Hill Plumbing and Heating

Small, family run business based in N21.
All domestic plumbing and heating work,
installations, servicing and breakdowns.

07886671301

www.robinhillplumbingandheating.co.uk

Winchmore Hill Bowllng Club '

G\VE \‘ Play Iawn bowls

@‘ No experience necessary
® Coaching available to new members

Enquiries Loui

(ity Restoration specialises in internal and
external restoration and refurbishment — from

roofing and brickwork to masonry repairs,
decoration, timber repairs and window
replacements. With an in-house workshop in
Em‘ield| we are also able to manufacture all
types of bespoke joinery tailored to your
individual requirements.

Call us today for a quotation. 02088046178
office@cityrestoration.co.uk

w.WinchmoreComputing.com

For all your computing needs

Computers, Networks, Websites, Troubleshooting.
Support for the small business and home user.

Call to discuss your requirements - no obligation.

Telephone : 020 8360 8234

C. JENKIN BUILDERS
LTD

BELLMOUR DECORATIONS
Geoff Pizzey
Painters & Decorators

Tel: 07957313887
Email: geoffreypizzey@gmail.com
www.bellmourdecorations.co.uk

REGISTERED BUILDERS - REGISTERED GAS & TRUST A TRADER MEMBER
HEATING ENGINEERS - LOFT CONVERSIONS S .
ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN Recent jobs include St Paul's
Tel: 020 8350 9492 / 07860 403973 Vicarage & Lodge
ROBERT’S & Co

YOUR LocAL PLUMBER
No call out charge. All jobs undertaken.
Small jobs welcome.

From £35 + parts
Checkatrader approved.

Phone 7 days a week 9am to 9 pm
Tel: 020 8360 8688 / 07901 697 695

&M Southgate
—— = Symphony
Orchestra

Enfield’'s community orchestra has space
for more string players (and selected brass).
Find out more: 07966 274503

www.southgate.so



mailto:geoffreypizzey@gmail.com
http://www.bellmourdecorations.co.uk

The Parish of St. Paul's thanks these local advertisers for their continuing
help, and hopes that whenever possible you will support them.

Leapfrog Nursery School

St Paul's Church Hall, URC Compton Road,
Church In The Orchard Grange Park.
Excellent Early Years Education in
Winchmore Hill. For further information
and informal visits 020 8360 0022

Estate Agents
Sales - Lettings - Property Management

22 The Green, N21 1AY

www fullersestates.com
SCOTT'S TRAVE

luxury Travel Specialists 4,

The Broadway, Scubgate, N14 &g N
wmaozoeeazom e SR
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CHURCHILLS

Premier Drycleaners & Launderers

11 Wades Hill N21 1BD
020 8882 3385

Enfield Veg Ceo

www.enfieldveg.co.uk
Eat more local veg

We deliver veg bags every week to St Paul's
Church, and across Enfield and Barnet. We
offer 9 different bag options, with a range of
fresh, seasonalfruit and veg, plus a selection
of extraitems each week -from bread and
eggs to salad and greens, with over half your
veg grown here at Forty Hall Farm. Enjoy a
flexible delivery service with no monthly
subscription - book holidays and make
changes to your order whenever you need.

Pricesstartfrom£7 per week ‘-

Sign up at www.enfieldveg.co.uk

BEESAFE

We cover all pest control works including
drainage, woodworm, loft clearances
and insulation work.

Also live honey bee collection.
07376969815
rsnbeesafe@hotmail.com

with Kim

Saturdays at 10am
St Peters Church, Vera Avenue, Grange Park N21 1DN

3 ( )Z(IMEA

For more info: zumbakim@hotmail.co.uk 07941971217

ADVERTISING SPACE
AVAILABLE

For more information contact
magazine@spwh.org

Your Kitchen,
Deblgned For Living

Beautiful, funktional kitchens tailored for you

Visit our Winchmore Hill Design Studio
Bring this advert for an extra 5% off any current
promotion

020 83412020  info@funktionalkitchens.couk =R

[ :-

1A Roseneath Avenue, Eton Mews, Winchmore Hill. London N21 3NE




