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PARISH LETTER 3

Dear Friends

October kicks off with our annual celebration of Harvest Festival. As far
as the Church’s calendar is concerned, it’s a relatively modern addition.
Rogation Day and Lammas Day are much older agricultural celebrations
in the liturgical year.

It was the Revd Robert Hawker, the eccentric Vicar of Morwenstow on
the wild north coast of Cornwall, who introduced Harvest Festival in
1843. It had been a particularly good harvest, so he invited the farmers
to church to give thanks for it. The custom quickly caught on, and it has
been a firm fixture in the calendar of most parishes across the nation
since the late nineteenth century. Consequently most of the hymns we
associate with Harvest - ‘Come, ye thankful people, come,” “To thee, O
Lord, our hearts we raise,” and ‘We plough the fields and scatter’ - are
all Victorian or later in origin. And jolly good hymns they are too!

| used to be a bit sceptical of the celebration of what is essentially an
agricultural custom in an urban context. | feared there was something

at best twee or at worst disingenuous about singing farmers’ hymns,
offering sheaths at the altar, and decorating the choir stalls with assorted
vegetables. We don't, after all, do much ploughing of fields and scattering
of seeds here in Winchmore Hill.

But I've come to value Harvest more and more over the years. That
might partly be because I've become a keen kitchen gardener: | do
actually have a harvest, albeit a small one, for which to give thanks. But,
more importantly, Harvest Festival connects us to the a world and an
industry which may seem far removed from suburbia, but on which we
are so reliant. It reminds us of a creator whose gives us an abundance
of gifts, and it calls us to be thankful for those gifts.

This Harvest Festival may we, like Parson Hawker, be grateful to the
God by whose benevolence the earth brings forth food for our bodies,
and thankful for the expertise, labour and dedication of those who work
in farming and agriculture.

‘All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;

then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love.’

With my love and prayers

Fr Daniel
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Services in October 2023

Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer are said publically Monday-Thursday at 9am and 5pm ST PAULS CHURCH

WINCHMORE HILL

The church is open for private prayer Monday-Thursday from 9am to 5.15pm

Day | Date | Observance Time Services Prayer Intention
S | HARVEST FESTIVAL 8am Said Eucharist Our parish and its people
10am All-Together Eucharist
M 2 Farming and agriculture
T 3 9am School Eucharist North Enfield Foodbank
W |4 St Francis of Assisi 12.30pm | Eucharist Care for creation
T 5 The appointment of the next
Bishop of Edmonton
F 6 The unemployed
S 7 Parish clergy
S 8 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 8am Said Eucharist Our parish and its people
AFTER TRINITY 9.15am | Joyful Noise
10.30am | Sung Eucharist
M 9 Refugees
T 10 St Paulinus Missionaries
w I 12.30pm | Eucharist Victims of natural disasters
T 12 St Wilfrid of Ripon The Mothers’ Union
F 13 St Edward the Confessor HM King Charles
S 14 10.30am | Parish concert The bereaved
rehearsal
S 15 NINETEENTH SUNDAY 8am Said Eucharist Our parish and its people
AFTER TRINITY 9.15am | Joyful Noise Eucharist
10.30am | Sung Eucharist
6pm Choral Evensong
M 16 Musicians
T 17 St Ignatius of Antioch 2.30pm | School Reception Theologians
Service
W 18 St Luke the Evangelist 12.30pm | Eucharist The proclamation of the gospel
T 19 HM Government
F 20 Victims of abuse
S 21 The faithful departed
S 22 TWENTIETH SUNDAY 8am Said Eucharist Our parish and its people
AFTER TRINITY 9.15am | Joyful Noise
10.30am | Sung Eucharist
12pm Holy Baptism
M 23 HM Armed Forces
T 24 Victims of racial injustice
W |25 12.30pm | Eucharist Local businesses
T 26 The sick
F 27 The media
S 28 St Simon and St Jude TBC Eucharist Our friends
S 29 LAST SUNDAY AFTER 8am Said Eucharist Our parish and its people
TRINITY 9.15am | Joyful Noise Eucharist
10.30am | Sung Eucharist
M 30 Seafarers
T 31 The homeless

Services times are subject to change. Please contact the Parish Office for details.

Contact the clergy if you would like to speak to someone regarding your spiritual life, or to make use of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession)




SEPTEMBER 2023 FLOWER ROTA

7" October Elaine Bunce
| 4" October Sally Shearman
21°° October Sharon Saunders
28" October Elaine Bunce

Our Flower Arranging Organizer, Adele Houldsworth, would be
pleased to hear from anyone who would like to join the team, both
experienced flower arrangers and people who would like a chance

to develop their skills. To contact Adele ring 020 8360 3676.

27" August Grace Gallagher
Jack Norris

FUNERAL
| 4™ August Peter Rickwood

HALL HIRE

The main Church Hall can be hired for weekend birthday parties.
£52.50 per hour. 3 hour minimum for a party booking
Discounts available for regular use.

Contact our Facilities Manager, James Wilson for more information

07354 714043 or facilities@spwh.org

PLEASE NOTE

Any articles, information or adverts for events for the November
magazine should be sent to the editor by the 16™ October.

magazine(@spwh.org or via Parish Office
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COMMUNITY
CONGERT
ST PAUL'S CHURCH,

LIKE SINGING2

THEN BE PART OF THE COMMUNITY CONCERT
ON SATURDAY NOVEMBER 4TH AT 3PM.

This is for all ages & an opportunity
for families to sing together

The songs are FUN and will be learnt at two workshops:
Saturday Sept 30th 2-4pm

Saturday Oct 30th 10.30am—12.30
with a final run through on the day of the concert

To sign up, please complete slip at back of church & place in box
provided or contact
Sue Jeffreys on 02032310049 or 07973427799




NEWS FROM NEIGHBOURING PARISHES 7

NEWS FROM HOLY TRINITY

On the evening of Friday
| 5" September, Fr Simon
Morris was instituted as the |
Vicar of our neighbouring
parish of Holy Trinity.
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Because of the historic link |/
between the parishes of St | |
Paul’s and Holy Trinity, our
Vicar is the patron of Holy
Trinity, and so it was Fr
Daniel who presented his
friend, Fr Simon, to Rt Revd
Jonathan Baker, Acting
Bishop of Edmonton, during
the service.

Our prayers are asked for & i
Fr Simon and the mission and mlnlstry of the parish of Holy Trinity.

NEWS FROM ST PETER’S
Congratulations to our former
Curate, Stephen Coleman, who,
having been the St Peter’s Vicar
since 2017, has been appointed
Priest-in-Charge of The
Grosvenor Chapel Mayfair.
Stephen’s last service at St Peter’s

will be the Parish Eucharist on
I 5% October.

Stephen will be inducted as Priest
-in-Charge of The Grosvenor
Chapel at 6pm on Sunday 12
November.

Our prayers are asked for Stephen, Roberta, Esmé and Celia and the
congregation of The Grosvenor Chapel, Mayfair.




8 MINISTRY TEAM SERIES: THE PSALMS

3. COMMUNAL LAMENTS

‘By the rivers of Babylon - there we sat down and there we wept,
when we remembered Zion’. Many of us are old enough to remem-
ber this hit for the pop group Boney M in 1978, and you are probably
aware the lyrics are taken straight from a Psalm — Psalm 137. This is
an example of a psalm of lament. We find two kinds of lament psalm
in the psalter — individual and communal. Individual laments will be
covered in a future article, here we shall take a look at communal
laments.*

The communal lament is a corporate cry from the people of Israel to
God to hear them in their distress. Many of these psalms take in the
enormity of the pain the people of Israel felt as they were carried
away into exile in Babylon from their homeland, ‘How shall we sing
the Lord’s song in a strange land? Ps 137:4

Laments cry out to God when in a situation of need or affliction. The
communal laments cover disasters such as defeat in war, the experi-
ence of drought and famine, and the exile. They can make uncomfort-
able reading — the rawness of the emotion is sometimes challenging.
Often the laments take up an element of cursing their enemies, and
Psalm 137 probably has amongst the most difficult verses in the whole
Bible; verses 8 and 9 say, ‘O daughter Babylon, you devastator! Happy
shall they be who pay you back what you have done to us! Happy
shall they be who take your little ones and dash them against the
rock!” What are we to do with such invocations to violence? It is
clearly incompatible with Jesus’ teaching to love our enemies! Indeed,
John Wesley forbade his followers to use these passages and modern
versions of the psalms intended for use in church simply omit the dif-
ficult passages. But is this the right approach? Perhaps we should con-
sider how these psalms can teach us something about God and
whether they can inform our worship. After all, laments make up
around one third of the book of Psalms, making them the most
common form of psalm, so clearly, they are intended to be an aspect
of our worship.

While it may be tempting to ignore such passages or to explain them
away as somehow sub-Christian these passages can teach us some-




thing about the nature of God and how we can relate to him. As
with any bible passage it is important to understand the context of
the psalm and to recognize the pain the people were feeling at the
hands of their enemies; wishing for retribution and justice is a very
natural human response to suffering. It may be difficult for us to put
ourselves in the shoes of the people calling out to God in this way,
but for many who live on the margins, or who have been persecuted
because of their faith or their race, these laments have a deep reso-
nance. The loss of homeland and the sense of dislocation is poured
out in these psalms. While these laments call out to God from a
place of desperation they often turn to words of hope and, in this
way, they are a path to reorienting the people towards God in the
midst of their trouble. They express a truth about God; that he is
Lord of history and will have the final word as judge. In a world
marred by sin and evil, God’s coming in judgement is a source of
hope not fear because his coming will be in order to establish justice.
This is what is expressed in these types of laments.

The focus in western Christian theology on personal sin and salva-
tion has often meant the loss of this sense of communal injustice and
suffering. We can sometimes ignore social, systemic and institutional
sins and injustices, yet there is significant injustice in the world and
perhaps we should be angrier about it than we are! Perhaps a people
expressing their anger about injustice is closer to the heart of God
than is truly comfortable for us to contemplate.

Furthermore, the communal laments can be an important corrective
in our worship. While we recognize that any form of vindictiveness
is not what God wants for us, at the same time we can be reassured
by the emotions expressed in the laments. They teach us that God is
to be trusted with how we feel. God cannot be shocked, so we can
say exactly what is on our minds! We should not be afraid of emo-
tion rather we can allow people to express the full range of their
experiences, and this ensures our worship does not become always
too upbeat and triumphalist, as many people experience real strug-
gles and hardship in their lives.

The communal laments teach us then to share our true feelings with
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God about the state of the world we live in and then to leave
everything in his hands, trusting that when he comes everything will
be restored. ‘Restore again our fortunes, O Lord, as the river beds of
the desert. Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed, will return
with songs of joy bearing their sheaves with them.” Ps 126:5-7

*Communal Laments are Psalms 12, 44, 60, 74, 79, 80, 83, 85, 90,
126, 137
Sarah Elkins

ALISON PERERA
Many congratulations to Alison
Perera, who is currently our Locally
Commissioned Lay Minister and has
been recommended for training to
become a Licensed Lay Minister
(LLM).
Once her training is completed, Ali-
son will join Sarah Elkins and Mark
Ashworth as our third LLM. :
(LLMs support the clergy by preach-
ing, teaching and leading services.)

A HARVEST PRAYER
,.»J Help us, Heavenly Father,
o 4

o receive your gifts gratefully,

to use them wisely,

and to share them unselfishly,

that others may rejoice in you boun

y ‘ Amen




WELCOME TO ST PAUL’S 1

Many thanks to our
Welcome Committee
for arranging a very :
enjoyable ‘Mix and Mingle’ | %
morning in the church hall VeRE L
on 16" September. It was [ §
a lovely sunny Saturday
morning so the guests
could spread out into the
Hayward Garden. This
event allowed newer
church members and
those who had been com- &
ing for some time to meet [
over coffee and cakes and
get to know each other
better.

In September we also
welcomed the new leader
of our Rainbows, Alex
Ravat. (Alex is seen here on
the right with Lindsey Rich,
one of the former leaders.)
The Rainbows are a branch of
the Girlguiding Association for
girls aged 4 - 7 and they meet |
in our Church Hall from 6 to
7pm on Tuesday evenings.

SATURDAY 14™ OCTOBER

LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING SALE

This year’s ‘Little Bit of Everything’ Sale is to be held in St. Stephen’s
Church Hall, from Ipm on Saturday, 14" October .

All proceeds will be used to fund a computer for a long term patient at
the Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice to help them to keep in touch with
friends and also keep them up to date with their lessons - very important
for their morale. Please support this event.




THE HEAVENS
DECLARE THE
GOD, SO...

sE 1

GPRISONSWEEK m'm PRISONS WEEK

#PRISONSWEEK




i PRISONS WEEK

A WELK OF PRAYLR

8"-14™ OCTOBER 2023
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THE PRISONS WEEK PRAYER OF 1 Y10 RIEDO 0
H
P i1
Heavenly Father, thank you for God, if you are there, | om in the
those who work in the prison service darkness where | am olone and feel
May they be motivated by o desire abandoned. Will you hear my cries for
to help others live well. We pray for help? At night the dorkness suffocotes
ony who ore discouraged. Help them me but | know your kght shines. You
to look up and cry out to you, for you know me better than | know myself,
are both holy and full of mercy ond ond | turn to you in my despoair. if you
hear our prayers. May they know your hear me, speak to me. if you ore here,
unfoiling love for them and for the visit me, | wont to know you and your
prisoners they serve. Please give them safety. Rescue me from all my fears
o fresh hope and encourogement ot
work today
L J \ \ J
\ A
WA JR( NDIN FO OV Wi R
{ Vi M 1 TOW RDS ME: YO e M
Paate 1005 VERED ME FROM 1
OF THE ,.,‘”L
We pray for oll those affected by ik
prison « the prisoner, the fomily or We look to the God who knows the
victims. Be neor them when they Lord God, | thank you for grace and turbulence we've experienced. And
are angry, sad or cry for help. May mercy. Thank you that in receiving we pray that we will find stobilty. We
they be assured of your trust and your forgiveness | have been able to kook to the God who knows our hurt
love for them. Lord, you know us forgive those who have hurt me ond And we pray that we will find peoce.
and you ore near us wherever we turn that pain into purpose. | pray for We look to the God who knows who
are and whatever we do. Even those who find themselves in prison, matters to us, those held dearly ond
though we stray so often from your that they will also come to know your missed. And we pray that we will find
presence may we know the comfort goodness and be glod to receive your true fomily and community. We look
of your loving arms around us. love, 50 thot their lives too, con be to the One who calls each by name,
tronsformed and renewed. beloved child.
\\ J \\ J
B
LL AND KNOW THAY £ ENS DECLARE For rmarty 50 ywars, Priscm Week hoa
AM GOL GLORY OF GOD encouroged Ovndom everywhere 10 proy for
P b L) P i pracnen and thar lamdes, vctm of ore
and thet communde ond those work
Dear Lord, we lift up to you all of Creator God, the heavens ininal hatice stem. Plose
those cought up within the prison declare your glory and you have g Prisors Weet bet oo
system. We ask that as the confusion, made me in your imoge. Come
mess, violence and oddiction is ol to me in my despoir and sadness
oround we can know that our refuge ond remind me thot | con do the pecple for whom you are roving
15 In you. We know thot we con find nothing without you. As | lift my
rest in you, we know thot we con be eyes and heor the coll of Jesus For mere nbamaticn 1o dorgt
stll and know that you are God. We to follow, | thank you that only mare lecflets plecse e the con
pray for peace in the heort of each through you | con be truly ot
of those behind locked doors and we peace with myself and '
pray that they would know you close the world CoTeage deugred by AV RO
\\ J \

WRW Dracn iwesk org slogpracniwect org

Prisom Week Free Chirches Oroup

17 Tovateck Square, London WCIH PHM




14 NEWS FROM THE MOTHERS’ UNION

At our September meeting, we had a very interesting talk on the history of
hymn tunes from Fr Daniel, which he illustrated on the piano.

After mentioning the long established Judeo-Christian tradition of hymn
singing and citing the Psalms in the OT and hymns of the NT, Daniel then
explained that a new era of hymn singing began in the Middle Ages with
the invention of music notation and introduction of monastic Plainchant.
During the Reformation in Germany, with the invention of printing presses
and increased literacy, congregational hymn singing began. Accompanied
by organs, the new hymns were seen as a teaching aid and the music was
very harmonious. Bach composed many of the hymn tunes of that time.
Meanwhile, in England and Scotland metrical psalms, always ending with the
Gloria, became widely used. Sung to much simpler tunes, they reflected
the theology of the time, it being a stripped back version of the Christian
religion.

The next big change came in the 18" century with the Wesleys and the
Methodist tradition. Hymns were essential to their worship and the tunes
were very lyrical and expansive. Very different to the simpler metrical
psalms.

In the 19th century, as books became more affordable, there was a revival
in the church. Hymns became more personal, using the words ‘I’ and ‘me’
rather than ‘we’ and ‘us’. This was the time of the Oxford Movement
which sought to acknowledge the church’s catholic heritage in both build-
ings and music.

Then, in 1861, came the first edition of Hymns Ancient and Modern, edit-
ed by William Henry Monk. This was followed in 1906 by the English
Hymnal, edited by Ralph Vaughan Williams. Both Monk and Vaughan Wil-
liams were prolific composers of hymn tunes. Later in the 20" century,
worship songs became popular and these often use harmonies that were
much more daring than in any previous hymn tunes.

Examples of hymns from all these eras can be found in St Paul’s Ancient
and Modern hymn books and are sung at our services.

& MOTHERS’ UNION DIARY OCTOBER 2023

R
% Our next meeting will be on
3

R IN CHURCH ON THURSDAY |9™ OCTOBER AT 2PM

LEQ'
g
%

®
-

MICHAEL LAURIE WILL GIVE A TALK ON LIFE IN THE MERCHANT NAvVY




The Parish of St. Paul’s thanks these local advertisers for their
continuing help and hopes that whenever possible you will support them.

Robin Hill Plumbing and Heating

Small, family run business based in N21.
All domestic plumbing and heating work,
installations, servicing and breakdowns.

07886671301

www.robinhillplumbingandheating.co.uk

Winchmore Hill Bowling Club

L
Come along and have a go at lawn bowling

07786 961660

) Email admin@winchmorehillbowling.co.uk
) website www.whbowls.com

www.WinchmoreComputing.com

For all your computing needs

Computers, Networks, Websites, Troubleshooting.
Support for the small business and home user.
Call to discuss your requirements - no obligation.

Telephone : 020 8360 8234

C. JENKIN BUILDERS
LTD

REGISTERED BUILDERS - REGISTERED GAS &
HEATING ENGINEERS * LOFT CONVERSIONS
ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 020 8350 9492 / 07860 403973

ROBERT'’S & Co

YOUR LocAL PLUMBER

No call out charge. All jobs undertaken.
Small jobs welcome.

From £35 + parts
Checkatrader approved.

Phone 7 days a week 9am to 9 pm
Tel: 020 8360 8688 / 07901 697 695

" 4

funktional“itchen

128 Crouch Hill, London N8 9DY Telephone 020 83412020

Vita et Pax

PREPARATORY SCHOOL

NOWACCEPTING SCHOOL & NURSERY APPLICATIONS
FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 & SEPTEMBER 2023

To see our work in action call 020 8449 8336 or email

info@vitaetpax.co.uk to book a scheol tour.

We look forward to welcoming you to Vita et Pax.

6a Priory Close, Green Road, Southgate, London, N14 4AT

Email: info@vitaetpax.co.uk Website: www vitaetpax.co uk
Headteacher: Miss Allana Gay

thgate Enfield's community
gf,):.phony orchestra has
Orchestra space for more

string players
(and selected brass).

Find out more:
07966 274503
www.southgate.so




The Parish of St. Paul’s thanks these local advertisers for their continuing
help, and hopes that whenever possible you will support them.

Leapfrog Nursery School Enﬁeld Veg Cc_)

St Paul's Church Hall, URC Compton Road, wrw.enficldveg.couk
Church In The Orchard Grange Park. :
Excellent Early Years Education in Sulr IOCC:_;’ ergantc vegk Imgss gre E
Winchmore Hill. For further information elivered ance a week fo ot Faul's
and informal visits 020 8360 0022 Church and other drop-off points
around Enfield and East Barnet. We

grow most of the vegetables in our
m bqgs o FO”Y rlall Farm. We offer
tive different sized bags, starting at

Estate Agents

Sales - Lettings - Property Management Unl}’ £28 I]OUﬂdS per month.
22 The Green, N21 1AY Te sign up for a weekly
020 83601111 bag, go to
www fullersestates.com www.enfieldveg.co.uk.
SCOTT'S ] BELLMOUR DECORATIONS
Geoff Pizzey

Luxury Travel Specialists ¥4 )
311,3,);0(;“, swpfzi. N14 ‘:.3 MR Painters & Decorators

Mm.aozoeeazom a8 TGN

Tel: 07957313887

Email: geoffreypizzey@gmail.com
CHURCHILLS www.bellmourdecorations.co.uk

Premier Drycleaners & Launderers TRUST A TRADER MEMBER
11 Wades Hill N21 1BD Recent jobs include St Paul's
020 8882 3385 Vicarage & Lodge
Design — Build — Excellence
THE FENTON DENTAL
AN OUTSTANDING BUILDER STUDIO
Dear All, whilst helping set up a successful interiors co. 02083 601 187

| have been working with a truly excellent and reliable
builder in Selever Build Ltd. After completing a variety

of projects of every type, large and small, for members www.fentondental.co.uk

of churches in London — the references are outstanding! info@fentondental.co.uk
Registered, fully insured and all work guaranteed!
It would be a pleasure to share more infofreferences. Dr James Fenton BDS MJDF RCS

Mr John Fenton BDS LDS RCS
Dr Deepa Shah BDS MFDS RCS
MScConDent

Many thanks... David Mann and Vasile Selever

07771 860412 Se

david-selever@outlook.com



mailto:geoffreypizzey@gmail.com
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