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We need God in our lives
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The story of two sons
A vital part of coming to know God is realizing how lost we are.
Jesus told a story about a man who had two sons, to teach us how we all, in some way, wander
away from God’s love. We rebel and we do not begin to return home until we realize our need
for God again.
The story is in Luke 15.11-32.
All of us in our lives are on two journeys.There is an outer journey – which involves things like
our school, work and significant relationships.There is also an inner journey – which involves our
relationship with God.The story of the lost son is about our inner journey.
Where are you on your own inner journey?
■

Running away?

■

Living far away, having a good time?

■

Sensing your need of your heavenly Father?

■

Turning round to come back?

■

On your way home?

■

In the arms of your Father?

■

Like the elder brother – you’ve been a Christian so long you take it all for granted?

■

Learning to take your place in the family?

■

None of these or several of them?

How easy or difficult do you find it to think of God as Father?

How do we know that we need God?
Our need for God is often well hidden – but the need for God is there in everyone.

1

The space in your heart
O Lord, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts
are restless until they rest in you.
St Augustine

God calls us into friendship. If we don’t have that relationship with God,
something is missing.There is a space, an inner restlessness, in our lives.
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People spend their whole lives trying to fill that space with all kinds of things. But in the end,
nothing will satisfy, except the living God.
You can recognize that inner space in your own life by asking yourself these questions:
■

Do I have a sense of purpose?

■

Do I have a sense of inner peace in my life?

■

Do I have a longing to be loved?

God promises to give to each one who comes home a new sense of purpose, of peace
and of love.

2

The chaos in creation

All through history, men and women have longed for stability, security, peace, freedom and
justice. We have only to look at the world around us to realize that these things are hard to
attain. Something deep within us cries out to God for salvation not simply for ourselves but
for the whole world.

3

The walls we build

Part of the mystery of being human is recognizing
our capacity for harm as well as for good.The Bible
says that we are sinners and we have a sinful nature.
This means that, although we know that God is
there, we want nothing to do with the love God
offers to us. We build walls to keep God out.
We are separated and cut off from God by:
■

Our pride
We hate to admit that we are not number
one. Something inside us hates to surrender,
hates to worship. Pride is the root of all
human sin and tragedy.

■

Our guilt
The wrong things we do and say and are have a serious effect on other people
and on ourselves. We think that God cannot forgive us, or give us a new beginning.

■

Our unwillingness to change
Coming to God means change – all sorts of change. Much of the time we do not like
the idea, so another part of the wall goes up.

4

Our longing for eternity

One day each of us will die. We don’t like to think about it. We cover up our fear of death.
No one wants to die.The Bible says that God has put eternity in our hearts (Ecclesiastes 3.11).
Through Jesus the offer of eternal life is made to all. But we are free to choose how we respond
to this offer.

For reflection
This week, think about your own need of God: your own restlessness and sin
and fear. Read Psalm 51 and use the psalm as a prayer. Remember each day
that God loves the world, that God loves you and is calling you home.
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